
Post-Professional Occupational Therapy Doctoral Program 

Program Director: Allison Ellington 

The Post-Professional Occupational Therapy Doctoral program is no longer 
accepting new students. 

The Post-Professional Occupational Therapy Doctoral (PPOTD) program is an avenue for licensed occupational 
therapists to earn the clinical Occupational Therapy Doctorate (OTD) degree. The PPOTD program emphasizes 
areas including evidence-based practice and knowledge translation as well as leadership, advocacy, program 
development, program assessment, and teaching skills. Each student will create a customized knowledge 
translation process with the support of a faculty advisor. Each course allows students to customize 
assignments and learning to apply new learning to their current occupational therapy practice or prepare for 
future practice transitions. The 10-course, 30-credit curriculum includes two interprofessional elective courses. 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the Mary Baldwin University Post-Professional Doctor of Occupational Therapy Program is to 
provide practitioner-students an enriched learning community to expand their knowledge and empower them 
to realize greater potentials in leadership, teaching-learning, scholarship, and interprofessional collaboration 
that will positively impact those they serve in the occupational therapy profession. 

Program Vision 

The Mary Baldwin University Post-Professional Doctorate of Occupational Therapy will be the program of 
choice for occupational therapists who wish to tailor their educational experience to most effectively advance 
their careers and become leaders in their current or desired area of practice. 

Program Core Values 

• Interprofessional education that influences and promotes interprofessional practice 
• Excellence in teaching and learning (clinical, academic, and leadership contexts) 
• Innovative and best practice delivery of online occupational therapy education 
• A learning model focused on dual application within practice and classroom 
• Translation of knowledge into evidence-informed practice 
• Professional engagement including scholarly contributions and advocacy initiatives 
• Leadership building (formal and informal contexts and roles) 
• Advocacy for individuals, communities, populations, and the profession across varied settings and contexts 
including organizational, emerging/underserved practice, policy, and legislative. 

Program 

Murphy Deming College of Health Sciences admits new PPOTD students twice a year. Application Deadline – 
spring: December 15 

Application Deadline– fall: August 15 

Admissions Requirements 

• Master's degree from an MBU approved, regionally accredited institution. 
• Official transcript from most recent degree reflecting a minimum of GPA of 3.0. 
• Active status license in occupational therapy 
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• Resume or curriculum vitae and a professional statement 
• Application: Applications are available online. 
• College transcripts: An official transcript demonstrating completion of a master’s degree from an MBU 

approved, regionally accredited institution is required prior to enrolling in coursework. Your official 
transcripts from your degree-granting institution(s) must be sent to Murphy Deming College of Health 
Sciences. Unofficial transcripts are allowable for initial review of an application; however, you will not be 
able to enroll in our program until your official transcript has been received verifying completion of the 
master’s degree and that you still meet the minimum GPA as required. 

• Licensure: You will need to submit a copy of your current OT license prior to enrollment. 
• Registration Fee: You will need to submit a one-time, non-refundable registration fee of 

$50 once you are accepted into the program. 

Conditional Admission 

Conditional Admission is used in cases where applicants do not meet all of the requirements for regular 
program admission but allows them to begin program course work, i.e., OTH 870 and the 12-credit pre-
requisite B-OT to PPOTD transition phase. Conditionally admitted students must earn at least a 3.0 GPA on a 
4.0 scale during the first nine credits taken and earn a grade of B or better for each course. 

Full Program Admission 

Upon successful completion of the pre-requisite B-OT to post-professional OTD transition phase, students will 
be fully admitted into the PPOTD program. 

Department: Occupational Therapy 
Type: PPOTD 
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The B-OT to Post-Professional OTD Transition Option 

Baccalaureate-trained occupational therapist who have not earned a graduate degree but meet all other 
admissions requirements will be conditionally admitted into the MBU Post- Professional Occupational Therapy 
Doctorate (PPOTD) program through the B-OT to post- professional OTD transition option. Students 
conditionally admitted to the PPOTD program under this option will take OTH 870: Doctoral Orientation and 
Professional Advancement (3 credits) as their first course. Successful completion of OTH 870 will serve to 
satisfy one of the core course requirements for the PPOTD curriculum and also move students on to the 12 
credit pre-requisite B-OT to post-professional OTD transition phase which includes the following four courses: 

Program Policies 

Program Matriculation and Completion 

At the end of each didactic semester faculty review the academic performance of all students. 

In order to progress to the next semester students must successfully complete all courses in a particular 
semester with a grade of “B” or better and maintain a 3.0 GPA. The student must demonstrate appropriate 
professional behaviors as expected in all courses. 

Item # Title Credits 
OTH 770 ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL WRITING 3 
OTH 775 THEORY, OCCUPATION, AND PRACTICE 3 
OTH 780 FOUNDATIONS IN RESEARCH AND EBP 3 
OTH 790 CONTEMPORARY LEADERSHIP 3 

Post-Professional Occupational Therapy Doctoral Curriculum 

B-OT to PPOTD Transition Option 

Item # Title Credits 
OTH 770 ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL WRITING 3 
OTH 775 THEORY, OCCUPATION, AND PRACTICE 3 
OTH 780 FOUNDATIONS IN RESEARCH AND EBP 3 
OTH 790 CONTEMPORARY LEADERSHIP 3 

Core Courses 

Item # Title Credits 
OTH 870 DOCTORAL ORIENTATION 3 
OTH 880 EVIDENCE INQUIRY AND APPRAISAL 3 
OTH 881 EXAMINATION OF RESEARCH METHODS 3 
OTH 885 HEALTH PROMOTION PROGRAMMING 3 
OTH 886 ADV TEACHING & LEARNING IN OT 3 
OTH 940 PROJECT DEVELOPMENT & DESIGN 3 
OTH 950 PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION 3 
OTH 960 OUTCOMES AND DISSEMINATION 3 
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Interprofessional Educational Elective Options (Choose two 
courses) 

Item # Title Credits 
OTH 890 OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY IN EDUCATION 3 
HIED 660 DIVERSITY INCLUSIVITY SOC JUSTICE 3 
HIED 663 INNOVATION/CHANGE HIGH ED LEADRSHP 3 
HIED 664 ADULT LEARNERS IN THE 21ST CENTURY 3 
MHA 501 ORGANIZATIONAL & SYSTEMS LEADERSHIP 3 
MHA 502 THE BUSINESS OF HEALTHCARE 3 
MHA 613 LEADING TEAMS & CHANGE MANAGEMENT 3 
 Total credits: 69 
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